

Sgt. Gordon S. Mitchell adjusts a 7,000-pound piledriv-
ing hammer prior to a bridge construction at Fort Eustis
Va.

Story and photos by
Spc. Paul White

When Army engineers refer to their motto,
"Engineers Shall Always Deliver/' they're not
talking about the mail. What engineers do deliver,
however, is buildings, bridges, roads, and other
general construction support for Army posts
throughout the world.

At Fort Eustis, Va., the handiwork of the 497th
Engineer Co.-Port Construction is evident in
several diverse projects ranging from the post
guard house to the post go-kart track. "Just about
everywhere you go here you'll see our accomplish-
ments," said Sgt. Steven A. Davis, a six-year
veteran of the company.

Like most engineer units, the 183-member 497th
is a self-contained unit, equipped with the person-
nel and expertise to handle a project from its in-
itial stages to its completion. Separate platoons
within each company provide the unit its versatil-
ity. Construction platoons feature soldiers trained
in job specialty skills such as carpentry, drafting,
surveying, plumbing and masonry. Heavy equip-
ment platoons handle the bulldozers, cranes and
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Heavy machinery and its operators form the nucleus of engim
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